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June 28, 2021 
 
To Whom It May Concern:  
 
Due to the Illinois Student Online Privacy Protection Act (SOPPA), Illinois Heartland Library 
System (IHLS)/Sharing Heartland’s Available Resources Equally (SHARE) has received several 
requests for data privacy agreements from our school library members. The SOPPA law is 
intended to protect the privacy and security of student data when collected by companies 
operating websites, online services, or online/mobile applications primarily used for K-12 school 
purposes.  
 
IHLS and the SHARE consortium do not primarily serve K-12 school members; however, we 
support the philosophy and intent of the law and are choosing to voluntarily comply. School 
library members may have student library records in the Polaris database, with information 
hosted by SHARE. Polaris has also chosen to participate by sharing their data privacy policy, as 
seen below.  
 
Confidentiality of library materials is a “core value of librarianship” (American Library 
Association). It is also an Illinois state law: “The registration and circulation records of a library 
are confidential information.” (Library Records Confidentiality Act [75 ILCS 70]). For members of 
SHARE, data in Polaris is the property of the patron’s home library and conforms to all 
applicable federal and state laws. 
 
Please see the attached data privacy agreement for SHARE/IHLS.  
 
For more information, please see:  
 
https://ilga.gov/legislation/ILCS/ilcs3.asp?ActID=1004&ChapterID=16 
 
https://www.iii.com/privacy-policy/  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
Leslie M. Bednar 
Executive Director 
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