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A capstone examination for high school technical theatre students from USITT and EdTA,
BACKstage can also aid universities in their search for undergraduate design and technology
students. Starting in 2020, BACKstage was piloted to 181 high schools and involved over 1600
students. Since then over 227 students and over 34 schools have registered for the exam.
BACKstage is a 100-question randomized examination drawn from a pool of over 400
questions covering eight technical theatre disciplines. High school technical theatre teachers
and subject matter experts created the exam. BOCES has adopted the exam in Albany NY as
part of their path to CTE, making them eligible for federal Perkins Funding in NYS.
Not a predictor of academic success, BACKstage seeks to define and assess the basic
knowledge and skills an entry-level technician should have when entering the workforce or a
higher education training program. We observe that programs utilizing BACKstage offer more
thoughtful and thorough instruction in theatre technology and produce better-informed and
better equipped student technicians.
The BACKstage exam is set to be taken within 90 minutes but a 300 test is available for
accessibility to students who need a longer time taking test or someone present to read the
test. There are 4 attempts until the student passes, the additional attempts allow for the
student to take the test to allow for false starts.
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